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Human Condition and World Affairs: Past, Illusions, and Expectations
Man brought numerous of wars and was involved in many severe conflicts and tragedies. One of the as most commonly known first great war, the Pelopponesian War, reshaped the ancient Greek world. At present, a virulent war is fought in the Levant.

Apparently, peace is “an interval between wars” (1).

Together with the conditions of “perpetual peace” (2), peacemaking, peacekeeping and war preventing are thus very important proceedings to give yourself permission to connect to this side of life.
Currently, geopolitics (3) is back. In this world with its shifts, (regional) great powers want to have their voice raised. For a number of reasons, China, the US, Russia, and I.R. of Iran want to maintain and/or increase their influence. Syria and its environs, and Ukraine are the main territories and are pivots where most of the powers meet each other physically as well as theoretically; ideologies of democracy, theology, and autocracy combat each other over there. Yet it may also be different; the project of the “Iran deal” succeeded to overcome a certain dispute. Through dialogues, some very specific divergent interests were agreed with the aim to make a step forward towards a less dangerous world.
All these foreign dynamics, together with several and troublesome to quickly resolve “homeland” issues, touches Europe firm. 
Europe cannot permit itself to stay aside. Although Europe is as strong as its nation states are and is only allowed to operate to a certain extent, there is certainly a need for more unity, strong common institutions (including for financial industry) and focus on good governance in order to handle foreign affairs, as well as unfinished “homeland” business like Greece’s condition, in relation to our common currency, on migration, climate, security and quest for an appropriate identity (4).

Not only reason can be of great receive to avoid war and to create more of peace, but also a more philosophical (5) attitude to life. Each with their individual significance, religion and enlightenment developed a balance, in which for both movements similar values and morals are embedded. Both the adherence to codified beliefs and rituals and the cultural movement of enlightenment can exist just side by side. 
People decide how to live together, how to build the world we live and in what way: by means of weaponry and fanatical arrogance or through dialogue and diplomacy.
To understand history much better and to continue working on what once was put in motion, I personally felt to must make a journey to the peaceful and famous place of Caux, where Germany and France reconciled their past. I took part in the workshop 'Multiple Identities vs. Separatist Solutions' and experienced long life learning: many young peoples from the Balkans, Ukraine, Russia, and MENA-countries debating on hopes, concerns and proposals, different identities, fear and hate, peace-keeping and war preventing. 
There in Caux, peoples from many different and sometimes unstable countries came together to understand each other. That's good and needed for the future.
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(1) E.M. Forster (‘What I believe’): "I realize that all society rests upon forces. But all the great creative actions, all the decent human relations, occur during the intervals when force has not managed to come to the front. These intervals are what matter. I want them to be as frequent and as lengthy as possible and I call them 'civilization';
(2) Kant, 1795: countries should have a republican constitution (not by all means democratic); peace should be founded on public law (and not on international organisation), and world-citizenship would be limited to the right to visit of other countries;
(3) effects of geography (human and physical) on international politics and international relations;
(4) identity, whether you feel really connected;
(5) philosophy: the study of general and fundamental problems, such as those connected with reality, existence, knowledge, values, reason, mind, religion, science and language. Philosophy is distinguished from other ways of addressing such problems by its critical, generally systematic approach and its reliance on rational argument. Many academic disciplines have also generated philosophical inquiry. These include history, logic, and mathematics.
